
 

  

 

 

 

 
Why Church? 

 

Every Sunday this month, following worship, a group of approximately 20 people will 
gather for 90 minutes to consider the basics of the Christian faith and membership in 
Godôs Church.  In a time when many people donôt know what to believe and question 
religious principles on which this nation was founded, there remains a deep desire to 

know and connect with God.   

ñYou have made us for yourself, O Lord,  

And our heart is restless until it finds it rests in you,ò (Augustine) 

Although there remains a genuine yearning for God, people are hesitant to join his 
Church.  Thatôs understandable when you consider the weaknesses and failures of 
Godôs people, which seem to be more on display than ever before.  Itôs also a sign of our 
times in which there is less ñjoiningò and more individualized ñhook ups.ò  But that does 

not deny our equally real need for lasting human companionship and community.   

It is not good that man should be alone,ò God said. (Genesis 2:18) 
 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one an-
otherðand all the more as you see the Day approaching.  

(Hebrews 10:24-2 
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Please continue to pray for our country, for those 
affected by hurricanes, earthquakes, war and in 
other desperate situations. 
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          Continued on Page 4  

òWhy Church? Continued from Page 1 
 

If God directs us to meet, there must be good reason(s) for it.  Here are three reasons the 

Lord wants his Church to gather together. 
 

1. God wants us to meet regularly because ñTWO ARE BETTER THAN ONE.ò 
 

ñTwo are better than one, because they have a good return for their work; if one falls 
down, his friend can help him up.  But pity the man who falls and has no one to help 

him up!ò           (Eccl 4: 9-10) 

According to data collected from 148 studies, 30,000 respondents, and over three decades, 
people who socialize regularly with family and friends live an average of 3.7 years longer 
than those who lead isolated lives. The lead researcher, Burt Uchino, said the emotional 
support people receive from those close to them can help put their problems into perspec-
tive. "By having a secure relationship and feeling loved, people live much more secure, 
calm lives."  Consider the story about a little girl who got lost one day.  A policeman stopped 
to help; driving her around in the patrol car until she finally saw her church. She said to the 
policeman, "You can let me out now. This is my church, and I can always find my way home 
from here."  Reflecting on this story, Anne Lamott writes: ñAnd 
that is why I have stayed so close to [my church]ðbecause 
no matter how bad I am feeling, how lost or lonely or fright-
ened, when I see the faces of the people at my church, and 
hear their tawny voices, I can always find my way 

home.ò (Traveling Mercies).   God made us to be together. 
 

2. Godôs people congregate because,  

WHEN GATHERED, GRACE ABOUNDS. 

ñFor where two or three come together in My Name, there am I with them.ò  (Matt. 18:20) 

God can save people anywhere.  God can lead people anytime.  But when Godôs children 
meet in the name of his Son, he is present in a special and powerful way.  In Practice Res-
urrection, Presbyterian pastor Eugene Peterson wrote about an artist who discovered grace 
in church.  [ñJudith had an alcoholic husband and a drug-addicted son. She kept her life and 
her family together for years by attending twelve-step meetings. One Sunday, when she 
was about forty years old, she entered the church where I was the pastor. She came at the 
invitation of some friends she knew from her meetings; she had never been to church be-
fore. She was well read in poetry and politics and psychology, and knew a great deal of art 
and artists; but she had never read the Bible...Something, though, caught her attention 
when she entered this church, and she continued to come. In a few months she became a 
ChristianéEverything was new: Scriptures, worship, prayer, baptism, Eucharistðchurch! é 
[She was so excited]: "Where have I been all my life? These are incredible storiesðwhy 
didn't anyone tell me these? How come this has been going on all around me and I never 
knew it! éWhen you pull back the veil of ordinariness, you find the most extraordinary life 
behind it.ò ] People gathered to worship God in ñSpirit and in truthò (John 4:24) form an    

incubator in which healthy spiritual life often begins. 
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òWhy Churchó Continued from Page 3 

 

3. God created the church because TOGETHER WE LEARN DEEPER LOVE. 

ñIf anyone says, óI love God,ô yet hates his brother, he is a liar.  For anyone who 
does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not 

seené.Whoever loves God must also love his brother.ò  (1John 4:20-21) 

Behind Ulysses S. Grant achievements was Major General John Rawlins.  Rawlins had 
been a lawyer in Galena, Illinois, where Grant lived prior to the war, and he became 
Grant's chief of staff. Rawlins knew Grant's character flaws, especially his weakness for 
alcohol. At the beginning of the war, Rawlins extracted a pledge from Grant to abstain 
from drunkenness.  When the general threatened to fall away from that promise, his friend 
would plead with him and support him until Grant could get back on track. This type of 
deeper friendship is a rarity.  William Deresiewicz, former associate professor of English 
at Yale, wrote:  ñWe have ceased to believe that a friend's highest purpose is to summon 
us to the good by offering moral advice and correctioné.We're busy people; we want our 
friendships fun and friction-free.ò  The church is the place where we help one another be 
better than we would otherwise be if alone.  When Christ is our guide, Church can be a 
safe place where, by Godôs grace, we learn holy love and share it with the world.  Without 
gathering in Christ, the life of faith falters.  Without Christ, the gathering loses grace.  

Eugene Peterson, in Reversed Thunder, writes: 

ñLove cannot exist in isolation: away from others, love bloats into pride. Grace cannot be 
received privately: cut off from others, it is perverted into greed. Hope cannot develop in 
solitude: separated from the community, it goes to seed in the form of fantasies. No gift, 

no virtue can develop and remain healthy apart from the community of faith.ò   

 

Godôs Church is a gift we need to live fully in him.  ñThank you, Lord, for not leaving us 

alone.ò 

Let's get together this Sunday and live! 

 

Pastor Steve 
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March Sermon Series: ñFour Angles of the Crossò 

 

  

 A photograph can look completely different based upon the 
angle from which it is taken.  For instance, Mt. Neboôs Tractor Sun-
day was photographed from the sky, with a camera drone.  Every-
thing looked strange and beautiful from an overhead perspective.  
Easter can be viewed from a variety of different angles too.  The ser-
mons in March will look at Godôs salvation in Jesus from four differ-
ent perspectives and scripture verses.  Join us to view Godôs Good 
News in fresh ways. 

 

 

 March 4  The Sacrifice 

 

 March 11  The Reconciler 

 

 March 18  The Victor 

 

 March 25  The Redeemer 
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We plan to celebrate Easter this year with flowers for the Sanctuary.   
Order forms will be in the bulletin Sundays March 4 through Mar.18, 2018  
 

Sunday, March 18, 2018  Last day orders accepted  

 

 ____  Easter Lilies (White)   $8.00    (4 to 6 flowers) 

 ____  Tulips (Red)    $7.00    (6 inch pot)  

 ____  Hyacinths (Assorted Colors, 3 bulbs) $7.00   (6 inch pot) 

 ____  Daffodils (Yellow)    $7.00    (6 inch pot) 

 ____  Gerbera Daisy (Assorted Colors)   $5.00    (4 inch pot) 

 ____  Hydrangea (Assorted Colors)  $13.50   (6 inch pot) 

 ____  Florist Pot Mums (Assorted Colors)  $8.00     (6 ½ inch pot) 
 

Flowers are given (Please Print): 

_____   In Memory of: _______________________________ 

_____   In Honor of:  _________________________________ 

_____   In Celebration of the Season 

  Given by:   ___________________________ 
                             (Please Print) 
Checks payable to:   

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF PROSPECT, DEACONS FUND 

 

Please give your orders to:  Carrie Chapman on behalf of the Deacons. 

She will be in the Fellowship Hall before and immediately following our morning worship 

service. 
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March will be an exciting month blooming with growth both 
in our students and in our theme.  Our theme will be ñNatureò.  We 
will learn about the miracles of nature and weather while continu-
ing to focus on our ABCôs and 123ôs. As St. Patrickôs Day ap-
proaches, we are wondering if we will have a visit from a lepre-
chaun this year. We often find a treat if we follow the rainbow path!  
Easter is right around the corner and we are planning a visit from 
Pastor Steve and Billie the Bunny. We will also be dying Easter 
eggs in class and holding our annual Easter egg hunts. Daylight 
Savings time will send us springing into the last third of our year.  
It is amazing how quickly it is going and how far we have all come. 
 
Happy March! Heather & Christina 

 
 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

2 Susan English  17 Kamden Nulph 

13   Jerry Osborne                      21 Carol Johnson 

14 Dale Gibson   22 {ǘŀǊ hΩIŀǊŀ  

17 Shirley Gibson  24 Brendan Hurd 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

8      Dave & Cathy Johnson 13      Dale & Shirley Gibson 

 



Prayer Concerns 

 Please call the Prayer 
Chain Team Captains with your 
Prayer Requests.  Remember, if 
you place someone on the Prayer 
Chain, please call the Team Cap-
tains with updates of conditions 
and situations.      

       Team Captains: 

Diane Kemper       724-865-2725 
Dolly Hays       724-865-2008 

Mary Harmon       724-865-2181 

Mary Fisher       724-282-9640 

  

 bŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ²ŀƭƪ ό{ƛǘ 
in) is scheduled for Tuesday, Mar. 6 
at 6:30 pm will be at Emmanuel     
Lutheran.  Mark your calendar and 
plan to join with us in prayer.  
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   March at TPCP 
Mar. 4th      Enquirerôs Class at TPCPð12:30 pm  

Mar. 5th      Lent Bible Study 11:30 am & 6:30 pm 

Mar. 10th    Menôs Breakfastð8 am 

Mar. 11th    Enquirerôs Class at MN--12:30 pm 

Mar. 12th    Lent Bible Studyð11:30 am & 6:30 pm 

Mar. 18th    Enquirerôs Class at TPCPð12:30 pm 

Mar. 19th    Lent Bible Studyð11:30 am & 6:30 pm 

Mar. 24th    Easter Egg Hunt at TPCPð11 am 

Mar. 25th    Palm Sunday,  

  New Members meet with Sessions at MNð12:30 pm 

Mar. 29th    Maundy Thursday Service at Mt. Chestnutð7 pm 

Mar. 30th    Good Friday Breakfast at TPCPð8 am 

  Looking into April  

Apr. 1st  Easter Sunday     7 am  Sunrise Service at MN  

            11 am Easter Worship at TPCP  



     TPCP   Financial Summary as of Jan. 2018  

     Income:  $7,659.        Expenses:  $9,694.  

                        

Cup Of Friendship 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 

First Wednesday of every 
month. 

 10 am 

Next gathering   

March 7th 
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    ñA heartfelt thank you to Pastor Steve for  
    the visits and prayers for our Dad in the   
    hospital, to our Deaconôs for all the food   
    and prayers they delivered to our Dadôs   
    house, and to all who sent cards, prayers and  
    caring thoughts by phone and personal visits to  
    our home.  We are truly blessed to have such a 
caring church family.  God Bless each and everyone of you.ò  - The Kemper family 
& Marlow family 

________________ 

ñThanks to everyone who helped in any way to make our Annual Pancake Supper 
a great success.  Whether you flipped pancakes, served pancakes, or ate pan-
cakesðit all worked to make a great evening.ò -The Deacons 

 

Menôs Breakfast   

March 10, 2018   8 am  
Good food, Good Study and Discussion 

Plan to join us. Pastor Steve leads our study 
on the life of Joseph. 

 

Addition to the TPCP Friends List 

 Nathan Shea & Stefanie Kidd 

 412-520-7230 
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Calendar Legend 

MN-Mt. Nebo Presbyterian Church (Bold Italics) 

TPCP-The Presbyterian Church of Prospect 

Shared activities  
M A R C H  2 0 1 8 

S U N  M O N  T U E W E D  T H U F R I  S A T  

    1 2 3 

4   8 amτab aŜƴΩǎ                             

Breakfast 
9:30 am ςMN Worship 
10 amτMN Sunday School 
 

10 amτTPCP Sunday School 
11 amτTPCP Worship 
Fellowship Meal 
 

мнΥол 9ƴǉǳƛǊŜǊΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ-TPCP 

5 

11:30 am & 6:30 pm  
Bible Study at TPCP 

 
 

6 
 

6:30 pm τPrayer Walk 
at Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church 

7 

10 am  - Cup of  
                Friendship          
 TPCP Chimes & Choir 
 MN-8 pm-Choir 

8 

7 pmτTPCP Session 
Mtg. 

9 10 

8 amτaŜƴΩǎ  
             Breakfast 

11  9:30 am ςMN Worship 

10 amτMN Sunday School 
 

10 amτTPCP Sunday School 
11 amτTPCP Worship 
 

мнΥол 9ƴǉǳƛǊŜǊΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ-MN 
 

3 pmτPainting Class 
 

 

12 

 

11:30 am & 6:30 pm  
Bible Study at TPCP 

13 

6:30 pmτ5ŜŀŎƻƴΩǎ 
Mtg. 
 
7 pmτPreschool Board 
Meeting 

14 

TPCP Chimes & Choir 
MN-8 pm-Choir 

15 

7 pmτMN Session 
Mtg. 

16 17 

 

5:30 pmñMN      

Sportsmenõs Dinner 

18 9:30 am ςMN Worship 

10 amτMN Sunday School  
 

10 amτTPCP Sunday School 
11 amτTPCP Worship  
Fellowship Meal 
 

мнΥол 9ƴǉǳƛǊŜǊΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎ-TPCP 
2:30 pmτMovie Time-MN 

19 

 

11:30 am & 6:30 pm  
Bible Study at TPCP 
 

 

20 

6 pmτPresbytery Mtg. 
at Beaver Falls 

21 

TPCP Chimes & Choir 
MN-8 pm-Choir 

22 23 24 

 

11 am - Easter Egg Hunt 
 

25 Palm Sunday 
9:30 am ςMN Worship 
10 amτMN Sunday School 
 

10 amτTPCP Sunday School 
11 amτTPCP Worship 
 

12:30 pmτNew Members at 
MN 

26 27 28 

TPCP Chimes & Choir 
MN-8 pm-Choir 

29 Maundy Thursday 
 

7 pmτMaundy Thurs-
day Service at Mt. 
Chestnut 

30 Good Friday 

 
8 amτGood Friday 
Breakfast 

31 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday   Saturday 
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SPORTSMANôS DINNER 

March 17th ð5:30 pm  

 Men mark your calendar, you will be enjoying 

an exciting evening with other sport enthusiasts.   

 A guest speaker is planned.  Women!!ðyou are invited to attend.  

Meat & Beverage provided.  Bring a dish or dessert to share.  Due to 

limited space this event is open to the Mt. Nebo congregation and their 

guests.  

 

 

Please add to your Mt. Nebo Church Directory  

 Member Section    Friends Section  

Phipps, SGT. MAJ James/Elana      Elaine Colteryahn 

3370 Village Court NE       1362 Prospect Rd 

Roanoke, VA 24012        Prospect, Pa. 16052 

_______         724-865-9084 

Donna Frazier Phone 

724-712-7529 

 

Womenôs Movie matinee 

March 18, 2018ð2:30 pm  

ñGodôs Not Deadò 

 Movie Time is for women, however, men will not be turned 
away.   Bring a guest and a snack to share.  Open to both churches. 

 Last months Movie Matinee was a big success.  We had about 
25 women and a few men.  It was a lot of fun for everyone.   

 Join us March 18th at 2:30 pm at Mt. Nebo. 
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     MT. NEBO  

   EASTER FLOWERS  
 

   

 

 Orders are being taken through March 18th.  
Please make checks payable to Bill & Pam Fisher. 

  

  Lilies   5-6 blooms  $9.00 

  Tulips 8-9 Blooms  $8.50 
   (Red, White, Purple, Orange, Yellow or Pink) 

  Hyacinth 4 blooms  $8.50 
   (Blue, Pink or White) 

 

      

CONGRATULATIONS TO Bud Sloan on his 

90th Birthday.  What a fabulous mile marker. 

 

The month of March will be a busy time for most 
of us with Easter.  Please do not forget the real 
reason for the season, it is not the meal, flowers 
or Easter eggs.  It is all about what God has 

given us and we need to share this with family and friends.  So 
spread the Good New!  He is Alive!! 

 


